Max Streicher As Four Horses nodding in the Saint John wind

"I hear, 'Some guy has inflatable horses
and he wants to stick them on a roof,' so
I said, 'If you don't mind, I'll take a
swing by your gallery and take a look at
what you're talking about."'

This is how Arthur Irving Jr. described his first
conversation with the Beaverbrook Art Gallery
when he was approached to consider
sponsoring the installation of Max Streicher's
Four Horses in Saint John.When Mr. Irving
saw the four inflated horse sculptures, then
mounted on top of the Beaverbrook in
Fredericton, he was impressed.

"It was art for the masses. It wasn't elitist," he
said.

Once decided that Irving Oil would be the
Saint John sponsor, in cooperation with
McCain Foods, which is the presenting
sponsor, and the Beaverbrook which is the
organizer, the location had to be settled.
Originally the horses were to be placed on top
of the Workplace Health Safety and
Compensation Commission on Portland
Street. But Mr. Irving felt the roadside location
was not ideal.

"If you're doing art at 100 miles per hour, that
would be the place to be." It was decided that
a central location where people, especially
children, were walking, would be more
suitable. Mr. Irving also felt it would be
appropriate to have the works on a "nice,
architecturally attractive building".

This is why, when you're at the foot of King
Street and you look up, you will see four vast,
gently nodding horses looking back at you
from atop CenterBeam Place.

The sculpture looks like it was made for this
historic corner building.

In fact, it was created in 2003 and was first
shown, as three horses, atop the Beaverbrook
last summer. Mr.

Streicher added a horse and all four have
been back at their Fredericton rooftop pasture
since the spring. The exhibition was hugely
popular in the capital city. And now we are
lucky enough to have them here.

Mr. Streicher is a Toronto-based installation
artist who has been working with kinetic
inflatable forms since 1991. They are often
giant white human figures, sewn out of Tyvek
nylon spinnaker or vinyl. For indoor pieces, he
relies upon industrial fans and valves to create
movement within the works. In this piece, the
fans are at work filling the vinyl bodies, but the
lifelike movement is provided by the coastal
breeze.

Mr. Streicher has exhibited his pieces around
the world, most extensively in Europe, which is
perhaps why they endow Saint John with the
sense of a grand European city.

The horse theme of this piece was originally
inspired by Salvador Dali's Santiago El
Grande, with its rearing white stallion, which
dominates the foyer of the Beaverbrook. It
seems appropriate that they are now by the
sea, since Dali spent much of his life in
Spanish seaside towns. White horses also
give rise to the association with water when
stirred to waves by the wind.

| have to wonder about the addition of the
fourth horse, however, and it's inevitable
association with the Four Horses of the
Apocalypse. Streicher has a background in
theology that preceded his art studies. In this



interpretation, the horses represent, at best,
conquest, at worst, death.

"Inflatables are the medium of enchantment,
fantasy and optimism," Streicher wrote. "But
things do go wrong. Take the Hindenburg, for
example." Or heck, maybe the sculptures are
just a reference to the Rolling Stone's Wild
Horses.

If you're wanting to see the horses, you can't
miss them if you look toward King Street from
Market Square. From ground level you see the
massive heads against the sky, rising up over
the edge of the building.

This is probably the most impressive vantage
point, as their vastness is emphasized by their
height. Their white billowiness makes you feel
as though you are imagining horses in the
clouds. This seems to mesh with one of
Streicher's stated goals of his giant inflatables.

"My intention is to overwhelm the space and
impose on the viewer a sense of scale like that
which a toddler might experience. | am
attempting to recreate a situation like that of
childhood encounters with humongous snow
banks or haystacks; structures that invite a
physical exuberance which in turn leads the
imagination," he wrote.

For a better view of the full bodies you can go
to Treats in the Shoppes of City Hall. This will
have to be a teetotal viewing as you can't see
them from the neighbouring sports bar,
Rocky's, even if you jump up and down on the
pool table.

But the best vantage point, and one that's
worth a trip just for the view of the harbour and
city, is from the observation room on the 16th
floor of City Hall. Take the elevator to the
fifteenth floor and go up the flight of stairs
under the exit sign, then follow the hall to the
corner closest to the sculptures. I'll see you
there if a good wind blows up.

The Four Horses are tethered in Saint John
until September 30.

© 2005 Telegraph-Journal (New Brunswick)

TELEGRAPH-JOURNAL

New Brunswick Telegraph-Journal
Thursday, August 18, 2005

Section: Life

Byline: KATE KERR ARTS IN THE CITY




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


